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Scootle 
Background and access 

Intended audience 

This manual is specifically for parents and other guest users who intend to use Scootle to discover and 
use digital curriculum resources published by Education Services Australia. 

Background 

The digital curriculum resources on Scootle include interactive multimedia learning objects and 
individual digitised items sourced from Australian and New Zealand cultural and scientific 
organisations. 

Learning objects combine still and moving images, text, audio and animation to engage and motivate 
students and support their learning of concepts and skills in a range of curriculum areas in the P–12 
years. 

Digital resources include museum artefacts, artworks, archival documents, photographs, archival and 
contemporary moving images, maps, posters, songs and speeches. In contrast to learning objects, 
which have in-built learning design, parents can use digital resources in a range of flexible ways to suit 
their own child's learning needs. 

Scootle (http://www.scootle.edu.au) provides access to more than 10,000 items of digital curriculum 
content published by Education Services Australia. Parents can find a variety of different resource types 
via browsing, searching and filtering. 

Access 

Parents can login as a Guest user to search and browse Scootle. 

Terms of use 

Please read and ensure you understand the Terms of use prior to using Scootle. 
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/p/conditions 

 
 

 

 

  

http://www.scootle.edu.au/
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/p/conditions


 

 

Getting started 
Home page overview and logging in 
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Overview 
Home page 

Explore by resource type 
This option allows you to focus 

your search by resource type. 
Selecting a resource type will 

direct you to the Search results 
page; displaying all the resources 

that fall under the selected 
resource type. 

What’s new 
Quickly find new or recently 

updated resources. 

Related resource hubs 
Find out more about specific 
resource hubs and how they 
may be of benefit to parents 
and their children. 

Hidden treasures 
Find useful resources. 
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Overview 
Home page functions 

Browse by Australian Curriculum 
Australian Curriculum lets you discover content available 
for each specific curriculum for the various year levels. 

Help 
About contains information on what Scootle is. 

FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions) provides 
answers to many common questions about 

Scootle. 

User guides contains links to download the various 
role-related user guides for Scootle users. 

Guide to resource types explains all the different 
formats of Scootle content that you can use. 

Contact enables you to submit a support ticket, if 
you require assistance, or allows you to look up 

the address for Education Services Australia. 

Learning paths 
Learning paths are created by 
teachers or other eligible 
users and contain collections 
of learning resources and/or 
curriculum content 
descriptions. Only registered 
users who meet Scootle’s 
eligibility criteria (ie an email 
address with the edu.au 
domain) can access and 
create learning paths. 

Register 
If you don't have a Scootle account, the Register link will allow you to join 

Scootle, provided you meet Scootle’s eligibility criteria, such as an email 
address with a domain of edu.au. 

Student login 
Students can access learning paths created by 

teachers through the Student login link. 

Login 
Registered users can log in to Scootle via the Login button. 

Guest login 
The Guest login button is used by parents and other unregistered users to search and 
browse learning resources for their own use. 
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Advanced search 
This allows you to make specific, targeted searches 
of learning content by restricting the learning area, 
year level, content type and metadata fields 
searched. 

Topics 
Based on Schools Online 

Thesaurus (ScOT) terms, Topics 
enables you to find resources 

based on broad or narrow subject 
areas. 

Keywords 
Over 12,500 keywords, grouped 

alphabetically, provides quick access to 
resources based on a word, short 

phrase, number or symbol. 

Search 
The search text box (and links for Keywords, Topics and Advanced 
search) is available at the top of every page in Scootle. Use it to 
search the full repository of resources on Scootle. 
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How to 
Access Scootle as a guest user 

Method 1 
Via the home page 

Selecting Guest login from the home page with automatically log you into Scootle as a Guest 
user. 

This is the quickest and easiest way to login. 

Method 2 
Via the Login page 

On the home page, selecting Login instead of Guest login will take you to the Login page. 

Select Continue as guest to be automatically logged into Scootle as a Guest user. 
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Outcome – All methods 
The Guest user home page is displayed 

You'll now be able to access all areas of Scootle available to a guest user. 

 



 

 

Discovering learning content 
Searching and browsing using Scootle 



 

 © 2026 Education Services Australia (except where otherwise indicated) 11 

Overview 
Basic search 

 

Basic search functionality is available 
on every page of the Scootle website 
via the Search field. 

Search field 
Using the basic search, you can search 
the full repository of digital curriculum 
resources. Searched fields include the 
resource title, description, topic, 
keyword and catalogue entry ID. 

You can search using: 
• a single keyword 
• multiple keywords separated 

by spaces 
• an Australian Curriculum (AC) 

code. 
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Overview 
Advanced search page 

 

 

Year level 
Select one or more school year levels to 

choose the audience the resources are 
aimed at. 

 

Fields 
Selecting one or more of these options 
allows you to filter the search based on 
any keyword specified in the Search for 
field that matches the selected field(s). 

Search/Clear search buttons 
Once you have specified your search 
criteria, select Search to search the 
repository. 

Select Clear search to restore all default 
search criteria. 

Resource provider 
You can restrict your search to include only 
content provided by a certain institution or 
content provider, such as the Archives 
Office of Tasmania or the Powerhouse 
Museum. 

Published between 
You may select content according to 
when it was published in the repository. 
(This should not be confused with 
resources that describe a certain era, or 
the original creation date of a resource.) 

Dates may be entered using the 
DD/MM/YYYY format (day/month/year, eg 
18/09/2024), or by using the calendar icon 
to select a date from the drop-down 
calendar. 

Most content was published after 
November 2003, so selecting earlier dates 
won't provide useful results. 

Source 
Use these check boxes to determine 
which sources will be included in your 
search. 

Learning area 
You can select a learning area by using the 
Learning area drop-down menu. 

Only one learning area can be selected at a 
time. 

Access profile 
Select one or more options to filter by 
accessible resources, based on the 
needs of your child. 

Search for 
Enter one or more keywords in the 
Search for field. 

Australian Curriculum 
Where more than one version of the 

Australian Curriculum is available, this 
section will allow you to select which 

version should be included in your 
search. 

Resource type 
To restrict your search by the type of 
resource, select one or more options. 

By default, the basic search covers all 
digital resources. 

The Advanced search page allows you 
to perform a more specific search 
using the provided filters and options. 
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How to 
Browse content by keywords

Step 1 
Select Keywords 

Keywords allow you to browse learning content using a list of alphabetically grouped keywords. 

Begin by selecting Keywords under the Search field. 

Step 2 
Choose a letter and select a keyword 

You can select a letter of the alphabet, each of which is divided into alphabetically sorted 
keywords and key phrases. 

Select a keyword or phrase to view the matching learning content. 
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Outcome 
Matching resources displayed 

Any resources that match the selected keyword will be displayed in the search results. 

(In this example, A cappella was chosen from A cappella to A cappella, under the letter A.) 
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How to 
Browse content by topic

Step 1 
Select Topics 

Begin by selecting Topics under the Search field. 

Step 2 
Choose a topic 

The Browsing by topic page allows you to browse learning content by topic. 

Topics are structured using a controlled education vocabulary – Schools Online Thesaurus 
(ScOT)1 – and includes 12 broad topics. Selecting a broad topic in the Browse by topic box will 
display the subtopics. Each subtopic is further divided into relevant keywords. 

Selecting any topic, subtopic or keyword on the main area of the page takes you to a page that 
displays all results related to your selection. 
1 For further information about ScOT, visit http://scot.curriculum.edu.au/. 

http://scot.curriculum.edu.au/
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Outcome 
View matching resources 

Any resources that match the selected topic will be displayed in the search results. 

(In this example, Ancient art was chosen from the topic of Art movements.) 
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Australian Curriculum Assessment and 
Reporting Authority (ACARA) 
This link is for the ACARA website, which will 
open in a new browser window or tab. 

Curriculum content description 
This is a brief outline of the curriculum 
element that is covered. 

Jump to 
You can quickly jump to a specific year 

level by selecting a link to the year level. 

Switch to 
Where more than one version of the Australian 
Curriculum is available, you can switch to a 
different version by selecting the link. 

View elaborations and matching resources 
Select the View matching resources button to 
view elaborations and resources linked to the 
selected curriculum content description. 

Apply filters 
You can filter the results using Year level, 
General capabilities and Cross-curriculum 

priorities. 

Select or unselect the relevant check boxes for 
the section(s) you want to filter and select one 

of the Apply filters buttons. 

The current search results will be filtered, 
based on your selections, narrowing down the 

number of items returned. 

Example of a strand. 
Example of a sub-strand. 

Overview 
Australian Curriculum content page

The Australian Curriculum page displays the subject, 
strands, sub-strands and content descriptions for 
each year level that fall within the learning area 
you selected. 
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Overview 
Elaborations and digital resources page

This page displays the Curriculum content descriptions, 
Elaborations, General capabilities and related digital 
resources that fall within the curriculum content selected. 

 

Curriculum content descriptions 
A brief outline of the curriculum element that will be 

covered. 

View on Australian Curriculum website 
This link will open a new browser window or tab 
displaying the content from the Australian 
Curriculum website. 

Refine by 
The four areas you can refine the search results by are 

resource type, year level, learning area, and topic. 

Content Id 
The content identifier link will open a new browser 

window or tab displaying the content from the 
Australian Curriculum website. 

Elaborations 
This provides examples of a list of tasks involved to 
satisfy the curriculum element. 

ScOT terms 
The Schools Online Thesaurus (ScOT) vocabulary of 
terms used in Australian and New Zealand schools 
that match the content. 

General capabilities 
These are the knowledge, skills, behaviours and 
dispositions covered by the content. 
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How to 
Browse content by Australian Curriculum

Step 1 
Select an Australian Curriculum learning area 

Begin by selecting Browse by Australian Curriculum. 

Links for each learning area are displayed on the page. If you wish to view a learning area, select 
the relevant link. (In this example, English will be selected.) 

Where more than one version of the Australian Curriculum is available, you can toggle between 
the different versions by selecting a version number. These appear at the top left of the learning 
areas. 

Step 2 
View learning area 

After selecting a learning area, all strands and sub-strands for each year level that fall within the 
selected learning area are displayed. A sub-strand can be expanded to view the curriculum 
content descriptions. 

Selecting View matching resources will display elaborations (examples of how the curriculum 
content descriptions may be achieved) and digital curriculum resources linked to the selected 
curriculum content description. You can also select the id (in this example, (AC9EFLY01)) to view 
additional details on the Australian Curriculum website. 

 

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/
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Outcome 
Elaborations and matching resources are displayed 

The curriculum content descriptions and elaborations, along with the top 20 search results. will 
be displayed. 



 

 

Understanding and refining search results 
Processes and functions 
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Overview 
Search results page

 

Refine by 
The four areas you can refine 

the search results by are 
resource type, year level, 
learning area, and topic. 

Sorting results 
By default, the results are sorted by Relevance. 

Use the drop-down menu to change the sort order to Title 
(alphabetically), Recently updated, Popularity or 
Personalisation. 

Viewing results on other pages 
The page you're currently viewing is highlighted in the page list 

You can jump to one of the displayed pages by selecting the page number. 
Alternatively, you can browse through the pages by selecting the Next link. 

As only nine pages are available to choose from at any one time, once you’ve 
advanced far enough, you'll begin to see other page numbers. 

When you’ve advanced past the first page, a Previous link is displayed. Use this link 
to browse back through the pages. 

On the last page, the Next link will no longer display. 
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Overview 
Search result display

Description 
Each search result displays a short 
description of the digital curriculum 
resource. 

Resource icon 
An icon indicating the type of learning 

resource appears to the right of the 
resource thumbnail, if any. 

Moving your mouse pointer over the 
resource icon will display what type of 

resource it is. 

 

View details and View resource 
You can view the details of a resource by selecting View details or go 
directly to the resource by selecting View resource. The latter will open the 
resource in a new browser window or tab. 

Resource title 
The title of the resource appears at the top of each 
resource. 

You can view the details of a resource by selecting 
the title. 

Year levels 
Indicates the year levels the resource is 
suitable for. 

TLF-ID 
Each resource has a unique identifier, 

that, if known, can be used to search on 
Scootle. 

(Also known as the Resource ID.) 

Updated 
The date the resource was last updated. 

Australian Curriculum (AC) 
The version(s) of the Australian 
Curriculum the resource is aligned with 
will be noted here. 

Learning areas 
Any learning areas associated with the 
resource will be displayed here. 

All search results have a consistent 
format, regardless of filters or 
refinements. 

Note that some information will only 
be displayed if it has been provided 
for the resource, and you're logged in 
to Scootle. 



 

 

Viewing learning content 
Exploring resources 



 

 © 2026 Education Services Australia (except where otherwise indicated) 25 

View 
Details of a resource

Step 1 
Select View details 

After you have conducted a search or browsed for resources, select View details for a resource 
you would like to view in the Search results. Alternatively, selecting the resource title will provide 
the same result. 

Outcome 
Resource details are displayed 

The resource details page is displayed 

The tabs for Educational details, View in Australian Curriculum and Related Resources are 
explained in detail on the next three pages. 
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Overview 
Details page – Educational details

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Selecting View details for a resource in the 
Search results opens a preview of the 
content with its key information. 

Educational details 
The Educational details tab is displayed 

by default upon viewing the details of a 
resource. 

This tab contains information about the 
Educational value of the resource (if 
supplied), Learning area and Topics 

covered, and Year level the resource is 
suitable for. 

 

Other details 
Information on the Contributors, 
Access profile, Learning Resource 
Type and Rights also appear on the 
Educational details tab. 
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Overview 
Details page – View in Australian Curriculum
 

View in Australian Curriculum 
The number that appears in 

brackets to the right of the tab 
name indicates how many 

curriculum content descriptions 
there are for the resource. 

Content Id 
The content identifier link will open 

a new browser window or tab 
displaying the curriculum content 

from the Australian Curriculum 
website. 

General capabilities 
These are the knowledge, 
skills, behaviours and 
dispositions covered by the 
content. 

Elaborations 
This lists the tasks 
involved to satisfy the 
curriculum element. 

View on Australian Curriculum website 
This link will open a new browser window 
or tab displaying the content from the 
Australian Curriculum website. 

ScOT terms 
The Schools Online Thesaurus 
(ScOT) vocabulary of terms 
used in Australian and New 
Zealand schools that match 
the content. 

Curriculum content 
descriptions 

This contains a brief outline of 
the curriculum element that will 

be covered. 

Subject, year level and strand 
The subject, year level and strand 

for each direct alignment is 
displayed above the Curriculum 

content description. 

Direct and Indirect alignments 
Direct alignments are when a lesson or 
activity clearly teaches exactly what the 
curriculum requires. 

Indirect alignments are when a lesson or 
activity supports the curriculum in a broader 
way, but doesn’t match it exactly. 

Selecting the View in Australian Curriculum tab from the details 
page displays a list of available Curriculum content descriptions, 
Elaborations, General capabilities and ScOT terms linked to the 
selected resource. 
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How to 
View a resource

Step 1 
Select View resource 

Wherever you see a View resource button, selecting it will open the resource in a new browser 
window or tab. 

Outcome 

Access the resource 

In some instances, there may be an additional step to view the resource. 

As per the example shown above, the resource is displayed after selecting View the resource. 
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